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Dear  Max, 

I  have  been  enjoying  the  current  MS.  TREE  storyline  ahd  had , 
in  fact,  said  to  my  wife  a  couple  of  issues  before  it  happened 
that  Ms.  Tree  was  headed  for  the  "Gray  Bar  Hotel,"  and  the 
next  thing  you  Know  there  she  is,  on  the  inside  looking  out. 
Actually,  with  the  way  you  take  your  coming  storylines  out  of 
the  action  in  the  current  issues,  sending  Ms.  T ree  to  jail,  even  if 
the  stay  proves  to  be  temporary,  was  a  logical  move,  and  I 
enjoyed  your  homage  to  the  great  Australian  soap  opera 
PRISONER:  CELL  BLOCK  H.  You  did  Frankie  Doyle  and 
company  proud,  just  as  you  have  tipped  your  fedora  in  the  past 
to  the  other  shows,  literary  works,  and  individuals. 

I  also  appreciate  the  struggle  you  are  undertaking  trying  to 
breach  the  gap  between  comic  readers  and  mystery  readers, 
trying  to  get  each  group  to  sample  the  entertainment  medium 
of  the  other.  You’ve  certainly  set  yourself  a  tough  row  to  hoe, 
but  if  anybody  can  do  it  you  and  Terry  can. 

Another  aspect  of  MS.  TREE  which  I  find  constantly  amazing 
is  your  willingness  to  take  on  controversial  issues  and  handle 
the  resolutions  through  the  character  traits  you  have  instilled 
in  Ms.  Tree  even  if  they  might  disagree  with  your  own  values 
and  politics  on  the  same  subject.  It  is  very  difficult  to  remain 
objective  when  telling  a  story  about  a  subject,  be  it  abortion, 
runaways,  or  child  molesters,  which  you  have  strong  views  on 
yourself  as  I  know  you  do.  Keep  up  the  good  work,  and  keep 
stirring  the  pot  in  your  letters  column. 

Paul  Bishop,  CAMARILLO,  CA 

I'm  glad  to  see  that  mystery  writer/cop  Paul  Bishop  is  still 
reading  MS.  TREE  -  and  speaking  to  me  -  alter  we  stupidly  il 
inadvertently  left  his  name  oil  hiscolumn  of  guest  reviews  that 
tilled  in  for  SWAK  in  issue  #23.  And  while  I'm  apologizing  to 
and  thanking  people,  let  me  publicly  thank  reader  Shirley  A. 
O’Brien  of  Arlington,  Texas,  for  sending  me  the  first  episode  of 
"City  of  Angels,"  completing  my  taped  collection  of  my 
favorite  television  detective  show;  I’ll  be  sending  you  the 
episode  you’re  missing,  Shirley,  soon.  Thank  you  so  much!  If 
you  any  of  you  saw  Wayne  Rogers  interviewed  on  LARRY 
KING  LIVE,  bytheway,  I  wastheguywhocalledinthe"Cityof 
Angels"  question.  (Nobody  out  there  has  yet  found  Shameless 
Max  a  copy  of  DRAGNET  '67  by  Bob  Trailins.) 


Dear  Deni,  Max,  Terry  and  Gary, 

Now  that  I  picked  myself  up  off  the  floor  on  which  the  limb 
came  out  from  underneath  me,  I  can  write  in  a  more  normal, 
cooler  way  (my  younger  brother  is  a  re-born  Christian  and  he 
can  get  your  goat  in  a  bad  way.)  Let  me  reword  what  I  really 
meant  I  do  believe  everyone  has  his  orher  right  to  like  any  sex 
they  prefer,  but  when  it  comes  down  to  young  children 
contacting  AIDS  I  cut  the  line.  Yes,  Max.  it  is  the  "closet-gays” 
you  have  to  worry  about  because  there  are  without  a  doubt 
some  "closet-gays”  giving  blood  to  blood  banks,  and  for  God's 
sake  look  what  happened  in  Hollywood  (poor  Linda  Evans, 
she  had  the  stuffing  scared  out  of  her  because  of  Rock 
Hudson's  neglect  and  uncaring  actions).  So  I  would  like  to 
apologize  to  those  gay  people  (Fred  Averick  -  my  statement 
about  no  names  also  was  not  meant  for  all  you  gay  folks- just 
those  who  hide)  who  do  think  about  their  fellow  man,  and  wish 

Issue  #26  "Heroine  Withdrawal”  is  a  very  different  approach 
to  a  "comic  book"  (for  some  reason  I  kept  expecting  Jack 
Nicholson  to  pop  up  somewhere  and  ask  for  the  TV  to  be 
turned  on).  I  think  after  this  storyline  we  ll  be  seeing  just 
straight-laced  P.l.  stories  -  whichever,  you  know  I'll  always  be 


Brian  Daly,  JACKSON,  NJ 

I'm  sure  the  readers  who  were  offended  by  your  previous 
letter  will  appreciate  your  sincere  apology,  Brian,  buttheymay 


feel  you're  still  being  swayed  by  rumor  and  myth,  where  AIDS 
is  concerned.  I  don’t  think  you've  sawn  off  another  branch  out 
from  under  yourself,  but  I’d  be  surprised  if  future  SWAKS 
didn't  bring  a  thorny  response  or  two  to  your  follow-up  letter. 


Dear  Max  and  Terry, 

Alright,  hold  on  just  a  second. 

You  don’t  honestly  expect  us  to  believe  that  following  the 
conclusion  of  MS.  TREE  #25  Michael  Tree  marched  a  prison 
guard  at  knifepoint  to  the  warden's  office  and  demanded 
justice,  do  you? 

Gee.. .isn’t  she  in  enough  trouble,  as  it  is?  I  imagine  that  the 
prison  she  is  in  will  have  a  pretty  dim  view  of  prisoners  beating 
up  the  guards.  In  most  prisons,  this  would  assure  Ms.  Tree  that 
all  the  other  guards  would  comedown  on  Ms  Tree  like  King 
Kong  coming  off  a  hunger  strike.  It  would  not  be  a  pretty  sight. 

I  realize  the  difficulty  of  Ms  Tree  in  a  prison  situation  and  I 
know  you  guys  are  doing  the  best  you  can.  As  I’ve  said  before, 
it  is  only  realistic  that  Ms.  Tree  be  jailed  for  her  involvement  in 
an  extra-legal  shooting  spree.  I  would  expect  that  to  happen. 

I  would  also  not  expect  to  see  an  issue  of  Ms.  T ree  where  she 
simply  languishs  in  her  cell.  This  is  a  mystery  comic  and  most 
readers  would  be  bored  to  death  if  there  weren't  a  mystery  to 
be  solved  every  issue.  Having  Ms.  Tree  in  the  slammer  rather 
limits  the  directions  such  a  storyline  can  take. 

However,  it  seems  that  Ms.  T ree  is  getting  deeper  in  trouble 
every  issue  and  I'm  afraid  you're  going  to  write  yourself  into  a 
corner.  I  don't  want  to  see  her  get  so  deeply  in  trouble  that  only 
an  impossible  plot  line  can  get  her  out.  If  she  doesn’t  get  out  of 
prison  soon,  logically  she's  going  to  end  up  dead  if  she  keeps 
assaulting  prisoners  and  guards. 

Now  I  don't  want  to  see  Ms.  T  ree  dead,  and  I  don't  want  to  see 
her  caught  up  in  some  contrived  situation.  So  my  best  advice 
would  be  to  have  her  cool  it  for  as  long  as  she  remains  in  lock 

T.  E.  Pouncey,  WICHITA,  KS 

I  do  indeed  think  Ms.  Tree  marched  up  to  the  nearest,  honest 
guard  or  went  to  the  warden’s  office  and  turned  Miss  Cole 
over;  and  I’m  sure  Miss  Cole  defended  herself,  but  the 
testimony  of  Ms.  Tree -not  a  criminal  in  the  usual  sense,  but  a 
"cop"  who  went  over  the  line,  and  a  celebrity  of  sorts  with 
instant  media  accessibility  -  would  bear  considerable  weight. 
Other  inmates  would’ve  no  doubt  come  forward,  as  well.  Had 
this  been  a  prison,  rather  than  a  jail,  the  points  you  raise  would 
be  valid,  as  the  structure  would  be  firm  and  the  population 
more  constant  and  therefore  more  prone  to  intimidation. 


Dear  Max  and  Terry, 

If  I  had  known  you  were  going  to  print  my  last  letter,  I  would 
have  been  more  discreet  in  discussing  the  surprise  ending  of 
“The  Cold  Dish,"  which.  I  fear,  is  a  surprise  no  longer.  I  have 
this  vision  of  fans  reading  the  letter  column  in  #25  and  then 
cancelling  orders  for  volume  II  of  THE  FILES  OF  MS.  TREE. 
But  I  think  Raymond  Chandler  once  said  that  a  good  detective 
story  is  one  you  would  read  if  the  last  page  were  missing,  and 
that  may  also  apply  if  you  already  know  the  solution  -  the  point 
being  that  plot  and  characterization  are  as  important  as  the 
puzzle.  Hopefully,  anyway. 

I  would  like  to  correct  a  wrong  impression  I  may  have  given.  I 
never  meant  to  imply  that  I  am  against  compassion  itself,  or 
that  all  crimes  and  all  criminals  should  be  treated  the  same.  I 
do  agree  that  justice  should  sometimes  be  tempered  with 
mercy,  at  least  for  non-violent,  first-time  offenders.  But  any 
emotion,  including  compassion,  can  be  misplaced, 
misguided,  or  Carried  too  far.  And  compassion,  like  revenge, 
can  have  unintended  consequences.  A  parole  board  may 
consider  it  compassionate  to  release  a  prisoner,  but  a  person 


being  murdered  by  the  paroled  ex-convict  might  not  agree. 

I  don't  think  that  "bleeding  heart  liberals"  have  a  monopoly 
on  compassion,  or  that  "hard  liners"  or  "conservatives"  are 
necessarily  callous.  While  the  Ms,  Trees  or  Dirty  Harrys  may 
seem  insensitive  to  criminals,  the  bleeding-heart  types  are 
often  just  as  insensitive  to  the  innocent  victims  of  crime.  They 
can  shrug  off  the  murder,  rape,  or  injury  of  innocent  people, 
but  are  horrified  by  self-defense  (which  they  call  "vigilantism" 
or  "police  brutality,"  depending  on  whether  the  person 
shooting  back  at  his  attackers  is  a  cop  ora  civilian).  The  Goetz 
case  may  be  an  example;  there  would  have  been  no  publicity 
or  controversy  if  the  muggers  had  killed  him. 

Glenn  Harwood's  attitude  is  another  typical  (and  realistic) 
example.  He  remained  calm  enough  throughout  the 
kidnappings,  sexual  mutilations,  and  murders,  then  became 
outraged  by  Ms.  Tree’s  vigilantism.  His  sanctimonious 
condemnation  of  her  actions  seems  ironic,  since  his  attitude 
toward  the  serial  killer  was  "I  have  no  right  to  judge." 

My  low  opinion  of  Harwood  is  based  not  on  his  compassion 
but  on  the  double  standard:  he  can  excuse,  rationalize,  or 
forgive  a  child  molester,  but  not  a  parent  who  went  berserk  and 
took  revenge  on  the  child  molester.  Also,  for  all  the  insistence 
that  Harwood  is  not  weak,  the  fact  remains  that  he  stood  idly 
by  while  Billy  Bob  attacked  Ms.  Treeand  almost  killed  her.  (He 
could  easily  have  covered  him  with  the  revolver,  ordered  him 
to  surrender,  and  held  him  at  gunpoint  until  the  cops  arrived. 
That  would  have  prevented  the  attack  on  Ms.  Tree  and  the 
vigilante  murder  that  followed.  Even  if  Billy  Bob  had  resisted, 
forcing  Harwood  to  shoot  him,  at  least  then  the  killing  would 
have  been  legitimate  self-defense,  not  vigilantism.) 

If  justice  is  to  be  tempered  with  compassion,  that  should 
include  compassion  for  so-called  "vigilantes."  I  don't  see  how 
anyone  can  really  blame  a  parent  for  wanting  to  kill  a  child 
molester,  or  a  widow  for  wanting  to  punish  her  husband's 
murderer,  or  a  man  wanting  to  kill  the  bomber  who  maimed 
him.  Revenge  is  irrational,  but  how  can  a  victim  of  violence  be 
expected  to  be  rational? 

I’m  not  trying  to  get  in  tfie  last  word,  or  win  an  argutnent.  if 
you  disagree  with  my  views,  fine,  but  I  did  want  to  clarify  my 
position. 

Re:  Mad  Mona  and  Brian  Daly  -  I  like  Jamie  Rose  and  I  don't 
really  dislike  “Lady  Blue"  (it  is  not  bad.  just  routine,  a  typical 
"maverick  cop  "  show),  but  I  can't  quite  see  her  as  Ms.  Tree. 
For  lack  of  a  better  word,  she  doesn't  seem  nasty  or  bitchy 
enough.  Veronica  Hamel  could  put  just  the  right  sneer  into  the 
wisecracks  and  tough  dialogue.  I  would  also  consider  Jane 
Badler,  Sigourney  Weaver,  and  Karen  Allen,  among  others. 

I  agree  with  Mark  Pruitt  abouta“breather"  issue.  Itcouldalso 
serve  as  a  "sampler”  for  potential  new  fans 

Tom  Crunkleton.  ATLANTA,  GA 

Thank  you  for  speaking  directly  to  the  too-often  ignored 
aspect  of  Ms.  Tree  s  "vigilante"  response  to  Billy  Bob:  her 
personal  involvement,  i.e.,  that  she  was  a  mother  protecting 
and  defending  her  child  and  that  she  dealt  out  a  death 
sentence  to  the  would-be  molester/murderer  of  her  child. 
(Again,  I  must  insist  that  we  don't  know  whether  Billy  Bob  was 
unconscious  or  not,  when  shot  by  her:  she  may  indeed  have 
killed  him  in  self-defense.  I  won ‘t  spell  that  one  out,  kids:  even 
popular  art  gets  to  be  ambigiuous  nowand  then.)  It's  certainly 
gratifying  that,  all  these  months  later,  #77  is  still  generating 
mail  and  discussion.  "Runaway"  is  shaping  upas  the  definitive 
MS.  TREE  tale.  Oh,  and  I  think  your  list  of  potential  movie  Ms. 
Trees  is  a  good  one. 


I’m  writing  first  to  say  I  enjoy  Ms.  Tree's  adventures  and 
second  to  offer  a  bit  of  historical  perspective.  I've  just 
collected  and  written  an  introduction  to  an  anthology  of 
mystery  stories  to  be  published  this  spring  by  St.  Martin's 
Press.  Entitled  HARD-BOILED  DAMES,  it  includes  15  short 
mystery  stories  from  the  1930's  pulp  magazines  featuring 
women  detectives,  reporters,  spies,  adventurers  and  crooks. 
Ms  Tree's  ancestors  in  the  pulps  included  Carrie  Cashin,  who 
hired  a  man.  to  front  for  her  at  the  Cash  and  Carry  Detective 
Agency;  hefty  Sarah  Watson  and  Violet  McDade.  each  of 
whom  ran  an  agency;  Trixie  Meehan,  Patricia  Seaward  and 
Grace  Culver,  each  an  operative  for  a  PI  agency  in  different 
story  series. 

Of  interest  to  comics  fans  are  two  other  pulp  fefnale  dicks 
(not  included  in  theanthology)  who  were  featured  in  two-page 
comic  strips  in  the  old  magazin.es.  Betty  Blake,  daughter  of 


Inspector  Blake,  formerly  a  New  York  cop,  has  joined  her  dad's 
agency  in  a  series  which  ran  in  SUPER  DETECTIVE  STORIES. 
The  strip  was  by  H.  Parkhurst. 

And  Sally  the  Sleuth's  cases  were  featured  in  SPICY 
DETECTIVE.  Sally,  who  managed  to  shed  her  clothes  to  wild¬ 
eyed  maniacs  in  most  of  the  adventures,  has  a  pint-sized  pard 
named  Peanut.  The  artwork  was  by  Barreaux. 

Bernard  Drew,  GREAT  BARRINGTON,  MA 

Thanks  for  the  info,  Bernard:  we  look  forward  to  your  book. 
I'm  familiar  with  SALLY  THE  SLEUTH,  which  was  a  two-page 
feature  in  the  tradition  that  MIKE  MIST  continues.  Would  our 
readers.like  to  see  a  sample  of  the  sexy  SALLY? 


Dear  Max  and  Terry, 

You  know,  if  I  was  the  most  powerful  person  in  the  world,  I 
think  I’d  have  to  go  right  out  and  do  something  awfully  darn 
nice  for  Larry  Marder  this  very  minute.  I  mean,  not  only  is  he 
the  writer/penciller/inker/letterer/colourist/editor/ publisher 
of  TALES  OF  THE  BEANWORLD  (one  Of  the  very  finest  comic 
books  available  today),  not  only  does  he  produce  some  of  the 
best  and  cleverest  letters  around,  not  only  does  he  seem  to  be 
an  enthusiastic  fan  and  all-round-swell-kind-of-guy.  but  in 
addition  to  all  this  he  is  the  person  who  got  me  reading  this 
very  magi  As  time  passed,  I  found  myself  enjoying  MS.  TREE 
more  and  more,  until  now  it  is  pressing  for  admission  to  the 
very  elite  ranks  of  my  top  favourites  list.  Yeah,  if  I  was  the  most 
powerful  person  in  the  world,  Larry'd  be  in  fora  big  something. 
(In  fact,  as  far  as  anyone  else  knows,  I  just  may  really  be  the 
most  powerful  person  in  the  world  anyway!  So,  Larry,  don't 
discount  the  possibility  of  a  wonderful  event  in  your  future. 
And  the  rest  of  you,  well,  you'd  just  better  be  really  nice  to  me. 

It  was  issue  #26  that  put  me  into  this  frame  of  mind,  that 
stepped  MS.  TREE  up  another  level  in  my  list  of  favourites.  It 
continued  the  dual  trends  that  have  been  lately  apparent:  the 
willingness  to  confront  difficult  social  issues  and  the 
construction  of  an  interesting  and  unusual  protagonist  in  Ms. 

The  social  issue  this  time  is  psychiatry  and  its  relationship 
with  criminality  and  life  in  general.  I  think  that  even 
psychiatry's  proponents  would  agree  that  where  it  is  a  science 
at  all  it  is  a  rather  imprecise  science.  This  is  due  totbe  fact  that 
its  subject  matter,  humanity,  is  little  understood,  complex,  and 
inconsistent.  For  instance,  nuclear  particles  do  not  lie  ortryto 
fool  experimentors  --  human  beings  do.  What  is  the  role  of 
psychiatry  in  the  criminal  justice  system?  What  should  it  be? 
Are  we  grasping  at  straws?  Are  we  sluffing  off  on  a  pseudo¬ 
science,  difficult  questions  that  would  be  better  answered  in 
the  court?  Oris  psychiatry  a  bone  fide  and  objective  treatment 
that  merely  furnishes  facts? 

And  apart  from  court-related  functions,  what  is  the  worth  of 
psychiatry?  Is  it  no  more  than  a  helping  hand  or  is  it  indeed  an 
objective  science  with  true  benefits?  Ms.  T ree  looks  at  it  as  so 
much  mumbo  jumbo  --  a  hinderance  to  her  resuming  her 
normal  life.  To  her  it  is  a  game  that  she  must  win  and  if  she 
must  thus  play  by  that  game's  rules  then  so  be  it.  But  she  only 
wants  to  play  superficially,  not  get  drawn  into  a  substantial 
personal  change  by  the  deeper  aspects  of  the  "game  ". 

To  Ms.  Tree,  psychiatry  is  maddeningly  vague.  As  she  thinks 
the  “charges”  against  her  apply  to  any  number  of  "normal" 
people:  "aloof,"  "few  close  friendships,"  "indifferent  to 
feelings  of  others,"  etc.  However,  I  would  state  that  vagueness 
does  not  necessarily  imply  unreality.  Just  because  the 
difference  between,  say,  sanity  and  insanity  can  be  very 
difficult  to  decide  does  not  mean  that  the  difference  does  not 
exist! 

Through  this  confrontation  with  psychiatry,  we  get  a  closer 
look  at  Ms.  T ree  -  and  it's  not  a  pretty  picture.  In  many  ways, 
her  background  is  unremarkable  and  her  justification  of  her 
actions  and  character  are  merely  normal  and  understandable. 
But  there  is  an  undercurrent  of  feeling  that  something  is  not 
quite  right.  Is  it  that  her  "everyday”  not-so-wonderful 
background  is  just  too  extreme?  Or  is  it  that  she  thinks  that  it  is 
all  okay,  even  admirable?  Most  of  us  have  aspects  of  ourselves 
that  we  would  want  to  change  and  if  we  accept  them  it  is  with 
an  air  of  resignation  —  and  recognition  that  they  are  flaws.  But 
Ms.  Tree  seems  too  self-satisfied  —  or  is  this  just  a  mark  of 
rational  acceptance  of  herself  for  what  she  is?  No.  there  is 
something  that  is  not  worthy  of  it 

continued  on  page  29 


If  you  like  detective  comics — and  evidently  you  do! — you'll  want  to  start  reading  Will  Eisner’s  The  Spirit, 
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There  are  four  stories  in  each  issue,  a  new  cover  by  Eisner,  and  a  column  in  which  Eisner  discusses  story  backgrounds 
with  Dave  Schreiner.  All  for  $1.95.  At  your  favorite  comics  dealer  or  available  by  subscription  from  Kit¬ 
chen  Sink  Press.  Visa/Mastercard  orders  may  be  phoned  to  (414)  295-6922. 
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Don’t  make  us  publish  a  super-hero  title. 
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l-et’s  cover  the  ground  rules. 

This  is  an  advertisement,  here,  and  we’re  going  to  do  our  level  best 
to  convince  you  (or,  more  properly  coerce  you)  to  buy  our  titles. 

Now  that  you’re  properly  guarded  against  any  subtle  tricks  we 
might  try  we  can  continue  on  with  a  clear  conscience. 
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fired  if  this  ad  doesn’t  work!  Oh,  God . . .  please! 

Well,  now  that  we've  won  you  over  to  our  side  let’s  introduce  you 
to  these  various  comics  you’ve  agreed  to  purchase: 

Mister  X:  The  story  of  Radiant  City  (though  corrupt  and 
psychotic,  what  our  future  might  have  been)  and  the  enigmatic 
characters  who  haunt  it. 

Stig’s  Inferno:  Imagine  dying  and  becoming  ruler  of  Hell 
all  before  dinner.  Who  said  Hell  and  damnation  couldn’t  be  fun? 

Those  Annoying  Post  Brothers:  Continuing  their 
adventures  in  Bugtown,  Ron  and  Russ  Post  make  a  terrible  mess 
wherever  they  go.  It’s  Charles  Manson’s  favorite  comic.  Need  we 
say  more? 

Kelvin  Mace:  Our  newest  title.  The  tough  guy’s  tough  guy. 
He’s  one  private  detective  who  has  no  business  being  anyone’s  role 
model. 

Vortex:  Our  flagship  title  continues  to  showcase  both  new  and 
established  talent  in  far  out  fantasy  tales. 
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guest  shot  by  Charlie  Chaplin.  Usual  entertaining  novel  . $14.95 

♦THE  NEW  BLACK  MASK  QUARTERLY  £  £  -  latest  issue  of  this  magazine  in  trade 
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GANGLAND  S  DOOM  by  Frank  Eisgruber  -  Starmont  Books  has  just  reprinted  this  64 
page  booklet,  first  published  in  1974,  the  first  full  length  study  ever  done  on 
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Earlier,  I  called  Ms.  Tree  the  protagonist  of  this  mag.  I  think  it 
is  clear  that  she  is  not  a  hero  —  at  least  not  now.  One  aspect  of  a 
hero  is  that  he  rises  above  any  adverse  circumstances  in  his 
character.  Ms.  Tree  seems  merely  to  have  accepted  what  she 
was  “given”  and  built  on  that.  While  this  may  indeed  be  better 
than  many/most  of  usaccomplish,  it  is  not  in  the  heroic  mould. 
She  has  merely  made  the  best  of  a  situation  —  not  the  best  of 
herself. 

I  can’t  end  this  letter  without  congratulating  you  on  your 
four-page  lettered.  I  loved  it!  (And  I  say  this  even  though  none 
of  my  letters  appeared!)  Also.  I  want  to  put  it  on  record  that  I 
solved  the  Mike  Mist  mystery  this  time.  So  there.  Is  Ms.  Tree 
really  Joe  Friday's  daughter? 

T.  M.  Maple,  WESTON,  ONTARIO 

Joe  who? 


Dear  Deni,  Max,  Terry,  Gary,  etc., 

Great  book.  Clean  art.  Tight  narrative.  On-register  color.  Et 
sodding  cetera.  This  letter  is  primarily  in  response  to  your 
"Right  to  Die"  issues  and  to  David  Porta’s  letter  in  Ms.  Tree 

The  main  problem  I  have  with  Mr.  Porta's  argument  involves 
his  discussion  of  "associative  logic"  and  "deductive  logic."  He 
states  that  ’’associative  logic,"  which  he  claims  is  at  work  in  the 
“Right  to  Die"  story,  appeals  “not  to  the  rational  faculty  but  to 
the  impulsiveness  of  human  nature."  He  thereby  implies  that 
what  he  saw  as  a  “pro-choice”  treatment  of  abortion  involved 
arguments  based  in  "emotionality  and  irrationality." 

Mr.  Porta’s  argument  contains  a  crucial  assumption:  that 
"deductive  logic”  is  somehow  better  or  more  valid  than 
"associative  logic.”  This  is,  quite  simply,  a  fallacy,  and  it  is  a 
misconception  that  also  lies  deep  at  the  heart  of  the 
controversy  surrounding  the  "morality"  of  abortion. 
"Deductive  logic,”  like  the  use  of  terms  such  as  "rational 
faculty"  or  "human  nature,"  is  a  convention,  a  way  of  thinking 
that  serves  as  a  tool  to  deal  with  certain  aspects  of  the  “world” 
or  "reality.”  Deductive  logic  is  not  reality;  nor  is  it  a  mechanism 
by  which  reality  operates,  it  is  a  human  construction,  a 
problem-solving  framework.  However  our  society  often 
operates  on  the  premise  that  the  rultes  of  logic  are  a  sort  of 
“natural  law":  for  example,  logical  deductions  serve  as  fact  in 
certain  types  of  court  cases.  A  well-formed  argument  in  logic 
is  "true,"  regardless  of  its  contents.  In  the  eyes  of  society,  this 
metaphor  takes  on  a  reality  of  its  own. 

Contemporary  feminist  theorists  have  attacked  the 
privileging  of  deductive  logic  and  its  status  of  equivalence  to 
fact  or  reality  as  a  social  (patriarchal)  preconception. 
Although  some  feminists  (such  as  Mary  Daly)  avoid  patterns 
that  they  view  as  the  ('territory"  of  a  male-oriented  society,  this 
is  not  to  say  (as  some  have)  that  feminist  theory  is  "illogical"  or 
"irrational";  in  fact,  it  is  probably  the  most  thought-out  and 
self-critical  of  contemporary  movements.  Instead,  the  point  is 
that  "deductive  logic,"  like  “associativelogic,”isaconvention, 
not  a  truth,  and  thus  no  more  valid  than  any  other  convention . 
A  mode  of  thought,  like  a  tool,  works  where  it  is  appropriate. 
By  most  any  approach  through  deductive  logic,  abortion  is 
“murder":  it  is  the  willful  termination  of  another  human  being's 
life.  Some  pro-choice  feminists  (including  myself)  offer  a 
counter-argument  that  Mr.  Porta  would  doubtless  say  stems 
from  an  application  of  "associative  logic.”  It  is  true  that  the 
woman  who  carries  an  unborn  child  has  a  responsibility  not  to 
take  that  life  lightly.  (The  man  who  impregnates  a  woman  has  a 
responsibility  not  to  take  that  life  lightly.)  But  in  some  cases  (I 
leave  these  to  the  woman),  the  woman’s  life  will  be  affected  by 
pregnancy  in  extremely  adverse  ways  (I'm  being  general  here 
to  try  and  lay  emphasis  on  the  woman's  decision)  Abortion  is 
a  viable  alternative  for  that  woman,  a  justifiable  alternative, 
because  she  has  a  fully-developed  life  and  the  fetus  does  not. 
She  may  or  may  not  choose  abortion,  but  it  is  a  justifiable 
alternative 

This  isn't  a  “logical"  argument.  It's  not  a  "rational”  argument. 
But  for  me  it  is  a  valid  one,  and  it  comes  after  a  lot  of  thought, 
not  a  burst  of  “emotionality.”  In  my  mind,  anyone  who  can 
equate  the  life  of  an  unborn  fetus  to  that  of  a  woman  with  an 
already-established  life,  a  complement  of  life'sexperiences.is 
operating  with  an  awfully  warped  sense  of  "logic”  and  its 
relation  to  reality  or  what  is  right. 

Mr.  Porta  says  that  "society  should  not  condone  immoral 
behaviour."  But  "morality"  in  this  context  is  social  morality, 
and  I  don't  agree  that  society  should  condemn  behaviour,  the 
morality  of  which  is  “majority"  in  the  society  determines. 


Society  often  picks  these  forms  of  "immoral"  behavior  relying 
on  an  oversimplistic  and  ill-informed  “logic”  (e.g.  the 
sledgehammer  syllogism  Porta  himself  mentions  — 
terminating  a  life  is  murder,  abortion  is  terminating  a  life, 
therefore,  abortion  is  murder).  But  life's  just  not  that  simple. 
When  we  as  a  society  “logically"  conclude  that  an  unborn 
child  has  as  much  "right  to  life”  as  a  grown  woman,  we  are 
forgetting  that  we’re  talking  about  a  woman.  Not  a  “womb,  '  as 
Mr  Porta  says.  A  whole,  living,  growing  woman. 

Russell  Shaddox,  PROVIDENCE,  Rl 

While  my  own  studies  of  logic  are  pretty  much  confined  to 
STAR  TREK  reruns,  i  am  glad  to  see  Russell  Shaddox 
impressively  show  that  issues  like  abortion  are  not  clear-cut, 
black-and-white  ones.  That  we  acknowledged  this  view  in 
"Right  to  Die"  explains  why  that  continuity  was  so 
controversial. 


Dear  Max, 

Congratulations  on  MS.  TREE  #26;  it  was  another  brilliant 
issue.  I  think  you  did  an  excellent  job  of  keeping  Ms.  Tree  in 
character  while  making  her  appear  insane  to  the  hospital's 
shrink.  I  think  it  is  a  secret  fear  of  most  people  that  if  they  were 
put  in  the  wrong  situation  they  would  have  trouble  proving 
their  sanity.  We  all  hold  things  inside  ourselves  that  we  fear 
others  would  consider  "crazy."  The  flow  of  the  story  was  very 
natural;  it  didn’t  seem  contrived  at  all. 

Now  about  the  "origin"  sequence  in  the  story.  On  page  two  of 
Chapter  Two  you  mentioned  Ms.  Tree's  father  was  a  cop  and 
you  showed  his  Los  Angeles  Police  badge  with  the  number 
714.  Hmm.  Jf  memory  serves  me  correctly,  that  was  Joe 
Friday’s  badge  number  on  the  old  "Dragnet"  TV  show.  Quickly 
looking  through  my  copy  of  "Files  of  Ms.  Tree”  reveals  that  Ms. 
Tree's  maiden  name  was  Friday.  Did  you  plan  from  the 
beginning  to  have  Ms.  Tree  be  Joe  Friday's  daughter?  The 
legal  problems  of  actually  writing  the  connection  in  a 
published  work  probably  makes  a  Ms.  Tree/Joe  Friday  team- 
up  impossible,  even  as  a  flashback. 

I  just  read  "Nemo"  #17  with  your  interview  of  Chester  Gould 
and  some  reprinted  Dick  Tracy  stories.  First  of  all  the  interview 
was  very  entertaining.  Mr.  Gould’s  contribution  to  the  eventual 
rise  of  superhero  comics  has  been  underated.  The  one  thing 
that  struck  me  about  the  reprints  was  the  level  of  violence. 
People  were  thrown  off  bridges,  left  in  burning  buildings, 
tortured  with  metal  spikes,  shot,  and  impaled  by  a  flagpole. 
Compared  to  all  of  this  the  violence  in  Ms.  Tree  doesn't  seem 
so  bad.  If  the  kids  of  the  30’s  could  take  all  that  and  grow  up  to 
be  normal,  at  least  I've  always  considered  my  parents  normal, 
maybe  people  are  worrying  too  much  about  what  is  being 
written  today.  I  guess  the  whole  point  of  this  rambling  is  that  I 
don't  think  that  violence  alone  in  comics  is  going  to  screw  up 
anyone's  life.  How  the  violence  is  presented  is  much  more 
important  than  the  actual  act  of  violence.  Needless  to  say  I 
think  you  are  doing  a  good  job  in  not  glamorizing  the  violence 
in  Ms.  Tree. 

Before  I  end  I  just  want  to  say  that  Mike  Mist  is  interesting 
every  month.  When  will  he  be  appearing  in  a  longer  story  in  the 
future?  Another  appearance  with  Ms.  Tree  perhaps? 

Michael  Marz,  DULUTH,  MN 

You  are  so  right  that  members  of  several  generations  that 
grew  up  on  all  sorts  of  Saturday  Matinee  violence  seem  intent 
upon  denying  that  simple  fun  to  the  next  few  generations. 
Poop  on  'em,  if  I  may  be  so  harsh.  As  for  Mike  Mist  and  Ms. 
Tree  meeting  again,  very  soon  MS.  TREE  Summer  Special  #f 
will  feature  a  new  crossover,  "Music  to  Murder  By.  "This  will  be 
a  special  rock  'n'  roll  oriented  issue,  with  the  little-seen,  but 
critically-praised  "Bobby  Darin  Story"  by  T erry  and  me,  as  the 
back-up  feature;  also,  a  text  feature  about  my  years  as  a 
singer/organist  in  rock  'n'  roll  bands  is  planned.  As  for  Joe 
Friday  being  Ms.  Tree’s  pop,  let  me  make  something  perfectly 
clear  (as  somebody  or  other  used  to  say):  could  be.  Jack 
Webb,  particularly  his  DRAGNET  ( and  I'm  talking  about  the 
brilliant  black-and-white  series  of  the  ‘50s,  not  the  later,  lesser 
color  one  of  the  '6 Os),  has  been  a  big  influence  on  me,  as  a 
writer,  particularly  in  my  dialogue.  Suggesting  that  Joe  Friday 
might  have  been  Ms.  Tree's  father  is  meant  as  an  homage, 
much  as  the  hints  in  Rex  Stout  that  Nero  Wolfe  is  related  to 
Sherlock  Holmes  area  form  of  homage;  we  can  only  go  so  far 
with  this,  before  we  re  in  a  copyright  violation  area.  So  don't 
expect  to  see  Webb's  image,  or  anything  more  substantial  than 
what  has  thus  far  appeared. 


ORIGINAL  MS.  TREE  ARTWORK  FOR  SALE.  PAGES  ARE  $50.00  each,  except 
those  marked  with  an  *.  Number  of  *  indicates  number  of  panels  per 
page  that  are  pasted-up  photocopies  (usually  flashback  panels  or 
scene-setting  exteriors).  *=$50.00  **-$25.00  ***=$15.00 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  :  Terry  Beatty,  PO  Box  1007, 
Muscatine,  IA  52761  (A  few  cowers  available-  please  inquire) 
These  are  one-of-a-kind  items  -  please  list  alternates. 
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Five :1 , 3  >4,5  »9 

Eight : 1*, 2*, 5,7** t 8*** 

nay  be  in  different 

Six:2,4,5»7 

format  than  comic  book 

Seven: 3, 4, 6*, 8 

RIGHT  TO  DIE 

version).  Interested 

Eight : 2 ,4,6 

Chapter 

parties  should  inquire. 
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Five:3,4 
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Costello,  Kate  Bush  or 

Six:l,2,3,5**»6,10 
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Seven:5**>7  ,8*9* 
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Chapter 

0ne:7,8,9*,10* 
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Price  includes  first  class  postage. 


HE  WANTS  THE  MOB 
OFF  THE  STREETS! 
THE  MOB  WANTS 
HIM  DEAD! 


STREETFIGHTER  is  a  4-issue,  4  color  mini-series 
sure  to  thrill  the  comics  fan  looking  for  something  new 
and  different.  If  you  enjoy  MYSTERY  and  ADVEN¬ 
TURE  with  plenty  of  martial  arts  ACTION  and  EX¬ 
CITEMENT  you’ll  love  STREETFIGHTER!  Join  this 
modern  day  crusader  as  he  begins  his  war  on  the 
mobsters  who  would  rule  Metro  City.  Superbly  written 
by  Ron  Fortier  with  dynamic  art  by  Gary  Kato  and 
Bob  Seppi,  STREETFIGHTER  is  available  at  comic 
book  speciality  shops  or  by  subscription. 


IS,  I  want  to  be  part  of  the  action,  adventure  and  mys- 
.  Please  enter  my  subscription  to  ail  4  issues  of 
STREETFIGHTER.  Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order 
lor  $7.00  (outside  U.S.,  $9.80  in  U.S.  funds). 


Send  To:  Ocean  Comics,  Inc.,  88  Tiernan  Avenue,  War¬ 
wick,  Rl  02886.  All  copies  mailed  in  protective  envelopes. 


Coming  This  Summer  From 

" THE  NEW  WAVE  IN  QUALITY ” 


editor:  Robin  Snyder 
Cover:  Art  &  Color  by  Steve  Ditko 

Static,  Fera,  Doc  and  two  European  immigrants  are  thrown  together 
in  this  month's  adventure.  All  of  them  face  the  "Decision."  It's  out¬ 
come  means  life  and  death,  sucess  and  failure,  freedom  or  slavery. 
"Thunbolt  Lives  Again"  explores  two  parallel  themes:  force  and  re¬ 
venge.  A  novel  SF  thriller. 

Everybody  and  his  brother  wants  a  piece  of  him.  The  cops,  the  under¬ 
world,  the  average  joe.  Who  has  the  brains  and  guts  to  answer  the  call: 
"Get  Mr.  Quiver."  Not  The  Rookie.  Surely  not  The  Rookie. 
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